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The Township of Ocean Historical Museum
has grown considerably since it opened in a
local classroom. It has two permanent exhibits
and a third exhibit that changes annually;
holds programs and events; produces a news-
letter and much more. It is an important fixture
to the community and has been recognized
three times as the “Best Local Museum” by
the Asbury Park Press Readers Poll.

Mr. Speaker, | sincerely hope that my col-
leagues will join me in recognizing the out-
standing historical efforts of the Township of
Ocean Historical Museum and congratulating it
on 30 successful years.

———
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. James Bicek, a very active resi-
dent of my district, who is celebrating his 70th
birthday.

Jim Bicek was born on September 6th, 1944
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. His family
moved to the Chicago area shortly after his
birth due to his father’s military service. Since
then, Jim has always lived in the area, grow-
ing up with his three younger siblings and rais-
ing his two daughters, Jennifer and Tricia.

Jim dedicated his professional life to the
community he loved and pursued a career as
a Sheriff's Deputy for the Markham Court-
house. He retired after 35 years of service on
May 31st, 2009. While working at the court-
house Jim met Louise, and they married on
September 19th, 2009, shortly after he retired.
The two currently reside in Tinley Park, lllinois.

In his spare time, Jim is an avid singer. He
began singing at the age of seven, following in
the footsteps of his mother. For the past 11
years, Jim has been a member of a barber-
shop chorus where he sings lead in the four-
part harmony. Jim and his wife also volunteer
as local senior advocates in their community.

Jim Bicek is a beloved and cherished hus-
band, father, and grandfather to 11 grand-
children. | ask my colleagues to join me in
wishing Jim Bicek a happy 70th birthday, and
to thank him for being such a great contributor
to his community and our nation.
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Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, | congratulate
Raymond Sipple on his retirement from the
Bucks Township Board of Supervisors after 30
years of dedicated service.

Mr. Sipple was first elected to the Buck
Township Board of Supervisors in 1980 and
became chairman in January of 2000, a posi-
tion he held until his retirement this past June.
He is known as an honest man with a deep
love for his community. A lifelong resident of
our area, he worked tirelessly to ensure that
the hard earned money of his constituents
was spent wisely, going so far as to never
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vote to raise taxes. Even though his dear wife
Betty, who passed in 2012, is not here to
mark this milestone with him, | know he is ex-
cited to enjoy his retirement with his children,
Frankie, Joey, Jimmy, Ann Marie, and Kath-
leen, 14 grandchildren, and 11 great-grand-
children.

Mr. Speaker, for thirty years of exemplary
civil service to the citizens of Bucks Township,
| thank Mr. Sipple and wish him the best in his
future endeavors.

————
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SHUBERT FAMILY
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OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 8, 2014

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation.

Whereas, In the late 1700’s, the Lewis
Saxon Shubert family began with their oldest
known family ancestor Amy Sharpe in Burke
County, Georgia; since that time, they have
blessed us with descendants across the coun-
try who have helped to shape and mold our
nation; and

Whereas, today we honor all of the matri-
archs and patriarchs, who are npillars of
strength for the Lewis Saxon Shubert family;
and

Whereas, in our beloved Fourth Congres-
sional District of Georgia, we are honored to
have many members of the Lewis Saxon
Shubert family who are some of our most pro-
ductive citizens; and

Whereas, family is one of the most honored
and cherished institutions in the world, we
take pride in knowing that families such as the
Lewis Saxon Shubert family have set aside
this time to fellowship with each other, honor
one another and to pass along history to each
other by meeting at this year’s family reunion
in Atlanta, Georgia; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize the Lewis Saxon
Shubert family; Now therefore, |, HENRY C.
“HANK” JOHNSON, Jr., do hereby proclaim, July
20, 2014 as The Lewis Saxon Shubert Family
Reunion Day in the 4th Congressional District

of Georgia.
Proclaimed, this 20th day of July, 2014.
————
IN HONOR OF DR. EUNICE S.
THOMAS
HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, September 8, 2014

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor a distinguished public servant,
devoted educator and dear friend to my wife,
Vivian and me, Dr. Eunice S. Thomas. Sadly,
Dr. Thomas passed away on Sunday, August
17, 2014. Her life will be celebrated at a fu-
neral service on Friday, August 29, 2014 at
12:00 p.m. at First African Baptist Church in
Columbus, Georgia.

Dr. Thomas worked for four cabinet level
secretaries in the U.S. Department of Trans-
portation, the U.S. Department of Labor, and

September 8, 2014

the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) during two consecutive United
States Presidents’ Administrations. At HHS,
she worked as Acting Assistant Secretary for
the Family Support Administration, managing
a staff of more than 1,049 and a budget in ex-
cess of $14 billion. She administered federal
programs focused on strengthening families
and increasing their self-sufficiency, including
Aid to Families with Dependent Children, Child
Support Enforcement, Refugee Resettlement,
and the Community Services programs. She
directed the Implementation of Welfare reform
as was embodied in the Family Support Act in
1988.

Dr. Thomas retired from HHS as Director of
the Office of Community Services Administra-
tion for Children and Families where she
oversaw the Community Services Block Grant,
Social Services Block Grant, the Low Income
Home Energy Assistance, the Family Violence
Program, Demonstration Partnership Pro-
grams, and the Community Discretionary pro-
grams while managing a budget in excess of
$5.9 billion.

Dr. Thomas loved her community and loved
her sorority and found a way to give her all to
both when she became the 19th International
Grand Basileus of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.
in July 1986 at the 66th Anniversary Boulé.
Her service led to one of Zeta’s finest adminis-
trations, restructuring the organization and cre-
ating programs that reflected strong and effec-
tive leadership with integrity, compassion, and
a sense of social responsibility. Programs
were instated to address issues such as sub-
stance abuse, AIDS Awareness, lack of after
school and child care, the decline of black
men in college, and the rise in teen pregnancy
rates. For her efforts, Ebony magazine named
Grand Basileus Thomas one of the 100 Influ-
ential Black Americans each year from 1987
to 1992 and in 1987, President George H.W.
Bush selected Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. as
one of the “Thousand Points of Light.” She
was affectionately nicknamed the “Real
Grand” because of the reverence so many
Zetas had for her to the extent that the mem-
bership wanted to extend her term in office
beyond the maximum six years, but she gra-
ciously declined. She was an active member
of Epsilon Eta Zeta Chapter in Columbus,
Georgia for over 45 years at the time of her
death. She was instrumental in getting Kappa
Epsilon Chapter chartered at Columbus State
University (Columbus College) in 1974 while
she was the Southeastern Regional Director.

In addition to her mentorship and guidance
of Zetas of all ages, she touched and enriched
the lives of countless young people during her
time as an educator in the Muscogee County
School System.

Dr. Thomas was more than a civil servant,
she was a servant to all humankind. She gave
herself to so many causes and organizations
that are too numerous to mention. Dr. Maya
Angelou once said that, “I've learned that you
shouldn’t go through life with a catcher's mitt
on both hands; you need to be able to throw
something back.” Dr. Thomas threw a pro-
digious amount of love and service back to the
Columbus, Georgia community and our nation
that she loved so dearly.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join me, my wife,
Vivian, and the more than 700,000 residents
of Georgia’s Second Congressional District in
paying tribute to Dr. Eunice S. Thomas for her
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